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ABA SECTION OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND PRACTICE

The Award for Private
International Law*
Introduction
In the summer of 1982, the Board of Governors of the American Bar
Association approved the proposal of the Section of International Law and
Practice to present annually "a medal . . . to an individual judged by the
Section to have performed distinguished services in the field of private
international law." The award "would serve to recognize the ever growing
importance of the private international law field." Recipients are selected
"on the basis of longstanding contributions to the development of private
international law through active participation in the formulation of international agreements or otherwise developing public understanding in this
area." Nominations of candidates for the award are first solicited from
members of the international law bar. The Section's Private International
Law Award Committee then proposes distinguished individuals from
among the original candidates, to the Council of the Section, with the
Council selecting the recipient for the award. The Council has provided
that the award shall consist of a medal, a commemorative volume collecting
the remarks made at the awards ceremony, a fitting ceremony in conjunction with activities of the Section, and such other commemoration as may
be appropriate.
On January 15, 1983, the Section of International Law and Practice of
the American Bar Association, authorized by the Board of Governors of the
American Bar Association, bestowed the first Award in the Field of Private
International Law on Philip Werner Amram. Excerpts from the awards
ceremony, including portions of speakers' remarks and a brief biography of
Philip Amram, follow.
*Excerpted from the Commemorative volume, completed by John W. Williams.
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Presentation of Award'
Let no one say that the American Bar Association is impulsive. In my
recollection this is the first time that this Section is giving an award to one
of its members for distinction in a substantive field of law. Certainly, it is
the first time that we are giving a private international law award ....
Private international law is an important part of this Section's work ....
It is a broad field, which includes conflicts of law, procedure, sales and procurement, arbitration, child abduction, enforcement of judgments, service
of process, carriage of goods by sea, negotiable instruments, wills and
administration of estates, legalization of documents, and judicial assistance.
Obviously, it is of growing importance to lawyers as international commerce and legal practice grow.
The role of this Section and the American Bar Association in enabling
the practitioner to solve problems in this area is indispensable. So too,
because other nations are involved, the role of the United States government and the State Department as a public vehicle to assist in the unification of private law, is indispensable ...
Phil Amram has made a major contribution to the development of the
U.S. government's involvement in private international law. Phil's contributions to this development include an active role in the many Hague conferences on Private International Law, and Phil has represented ABA on
the Secretary of State's Advisory Committee on Private International Law.
We wish to express our appreciation today, for all your work toward the
harmonization and unification of private international law and practice,
especially through your untiring efforts and, that rarest quality, your personal leadership in this most important work.
We hereby bestow upon you, Philip Werner Amram, the first private
international law award of the Section of International Law and Practice of
the American Bar Association.
2
Congratulatory Letter from State Department

I was delighted to learn that the ABA Section of International Law and
Practice had decided to inaugurate its Private International Law prize by
honoring you for your signal contribution to the activity of the United
States in that field. As a result of your clear vision, exceptional creativity,
and indefatigable efforts in both Washington and the Hague over a quarter
of a century, a network of multilateral treaties is in place that permits law'Remarks by Don Wallace, Chairman of the Committee on Private International Law
Award.
2
Letter addressed to Philip Werner Amram, from Davis R. Robinson, The Legal Advisor,
United States Department of State.
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yers to pursue the interests of their clients more effectively than ever
before ...
While today's award represents recognition and appreciation by the
organized bar of your role in the development of the three Hague Conference conventions on civil procedure to which the United States is a party,
the Department of State owes you a more particular debt. A founding
father of the Secretary of State's Advisory Committee on Private International Law, you served for many years as its vice-chairman. For more than
a quarter of a century, the Department has benefitted from your sage advice
and unfailing support in all the private international law activities for
which it is responsible. My colleagues who have had the privilege of working with you over the years join me in congratulating you on the receipt of
this award.
REMARKS OF PHILIP AMRAM

3

This award is the unexpected climax to a forty-year interest in the field of
private international law.
The ambit of private international law is so broad, and it can encompass
such vast areas of substantive law and procedure, to make it almost impossible for any single individual to master it all. Luckily, I concentrated my
efforts in a modest area, and the wisdom of my choice is the honor which
you have bestowed on me today.
The younger lawyers in the audience today cannot imagine the situation
which existed in 1944 at the end of the war. Private international law is
mentioned in only four instances in the index to Hackworth's seven-volume
Digest ofInternationalLaw published in 1944. The United States was not a
party to any convention on a private law topic anywhere. When I was in
law school, we were taught that it was not the business of the federal government to enter into private law matters. This was the business of the
states.
The United States had refused even to send an observer delegation to the
Bustamante negotiations in the 1920s. We refused to adhere in 1922 to the
Hague Convention of Civil Procedure of 1905. The time was ripe for a
revolution in policy.
A small group of us in this Section devoted our time to this task. It was a
slow process. The first major break was in 1956 when the Dutch government invited the United States to send observers to The Hague Conference
on Private International Law, which had been historically off-limits for the
United States. The State Department touched off the revolution by
accepting the invitation, and Joe Barrett and I were appointed observers, to
3

Delivered on January 15, 1983 at Presentation Ceremony. See biography of Philip Amram,
infra.
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represent the private bar. We felt the conference was a success and we
organized a campaign through this Section to have the U.S. join the Hague
Conference. This took us a full seven years. The act of Congress, 88-244, is
dated December 30, 1963.
In the interim, our Section worked on a program to convince the Congress to create the Commission on International Rules of Judicial Procedure. The Congress created the commission in 1958, and it took six years to
complete its work in 1964. The year 1964 was an important milestone.
Within nine months, the United States had effected a complete change of
direction in national policy. We joined the Hague which our predecessors
had refused. We changed the U.S. Code to provide for service in foreign
litigation. We empowered the State Department to handle letters rogatory.
We provided for assistance to foreign courts and litigants. We provided a
permanent base for future action in the field by creating the State Department Advisory Committee on Private International Law.
Three major items remained. We needed ratification of the Hague Convention of Service of Process on which I worked on at the Hague in 1964.
We needed ratification of the Convention on Legalization which I worked
on at The Hague in 1960. We needed a brand new Hague Convention on
Taking Evidence Abroad.
We had complete success. The Hague Convention on Service of Process
was ratified by the United States in February 1969. It was the first time in
the history of the United States that we approved a treaty on private international law. The Hague Convention on Taking Evidence Abroad was
drafted in October 1968, and I was given the compliment of writing the
official report. The convention was ratified by the United States in 1972.
The Hague Convention on Legalization had been drafted in 1960, but it
took us until 1981, almost twenty years, to ratify it.
Our original goals of forty years ago have been achieved. A solid foundation is now in place. The future is unlimited for private international
law. UNCITRAL and the other agencies of the U.N. are in place. The
U.N. Convention for Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards has been
ratified.
Finally, I must say a word about the series of legal advisors of the State
Department who gave us support at all times. I must give special thanks to
two of them because they were at the right time. Herman Phleger was on
duty when the Dutch government extended the invitation to send out a delegation of observers to the Hague. Abe Chayes took the lead in forming the
State Department Advisory Committee on Private International Law,
which is today the focus of the official position of the United States government in the field.
All this time, the ABA was in the forefront of the efforts of the organized
bar, guided by this Section. It is no exaggeration for the Section to claim
VOL. 18, NO. I
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the credit for the successes of the past forty years, and I suggest that we
could never have achieved our goals without the support of the Section.
And to give me a medal for this is too kind.
BIOGRAPHY OF PHILIP W. AMRAM

Phil Amram was born on March 14, 1900, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
and received his A.B. from the University of Pennsylvania (1920), his
B.S.A. from Pennsylvania State College (1922) and his LL.B. cum laude
from the University of Pennsylvania Law School (1927). He was editor-inchief of the University ofPennsylvaniaLaw Review (1926-27). It was at this
time that Phil's law review joined with The Columbia Law Review, The
HarvardLaw Review and The Yale Law Journal to publish the first A Uniform System of Citation, more commonly, though somewhat inaccurately,
known as the "Harvard Bluebook," the gospel of legal citation style. Phil
was also a member of the Order of the Coif and Phi Kappa Phi.
Phil entered the Pennsylvania bar in 1927 and practiced law in Philadelphia from 1927 to 1942. During this period (1929-42), Phil also taught
Pennsylvania practice, civil procedure and practice court at the University
of Pennsylvania Law School. Later in his career (1959-76), Phil served as a
trustee of the law school. But Phil's interest in the study of law was not
limited to teaching and lecturing. He has authored New Federal Rules in
Pennsylvania (1938), Amram's Pennsylvania Common Pleas (Seventh edition 1970), and Goodrich-Amram PennsylvaniaProceduralRules Service (ten
volumes, 1940-80), as well as contributed many articles to law reviews and
scholarly periodicals. His expertise in civil procedure was put to work as a
member (1938-83), and later chairman (1957-81), of the Civil Procedure
Committee of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. He also served as a
member of the advisory rules committee of the U.S. District Court, Eastern.
District of Pennsylvania (1939-42).
Phil's Pennsylvania practice was interrupted by the Second World War.
Phil's war service (1942-46), based in Washington, D.C., included chief of
the international air transport division of the Board of Economic Warfare;
chief representative for the South Pacific region; special assistant to the U.S.
attorney general, in charge of the litigation against Standard Oil of New
Jersey; and special advisor to the Alien Property Custodian. Along the
way, Phil entered the District of Columbia bar and centered his law practice in Washington, D.C., becoming a name partner in a series of firms.
The years of experience with civil procedure and various aspects of international law seemed to be Phil's training ground for the accomplishments
which have earned him the Private International Law Medal. Phil was
appointed chairman of the Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on
International Rules of Judicial Procedure (1959-66) and a member of the
State Department's Advisory Committee on International Private Law
Winter 1984
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(1967-76), for which he served as vice-chairman for five years (1971-76).
Phil took an active role in the many Hague Conferences on International
Private Law. He was the U.S. official observer to the 1955 and 1960 conferences. He was a member of the U.S. delegation to the 1964, 1968 and 1972
conferences. And, he was chairman of the U.S. delegation to the 1976 conference. Among Phil's many accomplishments at the Hague Conferences
was service as the first American rapporteur and participation in the adoption of conventions on the taking of evidence abroad in civil or commercial
matters and on service of process.
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